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Learning mathematics can be stimulating, rewarding, and at times difficult. To be successful in this discipline, you need to know how to study it. Here are a list of strategies for improving your abilities and helping you get the most out of this math course.

Get ready for class!

· Make a commitment to yourself to give this course your best effort.

· Have the proper materials (textbook, ruler, graph paper, pencils, calculator, etc.)

· Beyond the classroom, build time into your days to work on this course (minimum of two hours for every hour of class).

· Review the syllabus and the requirements of the course, and how you will be graded.

Participate in class!

· Maintain a regular attendance and be on time.

· If you must be absent, find out what the class studied, get a copy of the notes, and make up the assigned work. Do not fall behind!!

· Sit where you can see the board/overhead and hear the instructor.

· Pay attention and take careful notes.

· Ask questions when you don’t understand the material.

· Participate in individual/group work.

· Take notes on keystroke when using the graphic calculator, so that you have the step sequence in your notebook.

· Use an abbreviation system (that makes sense to you).

Study at home, follow through!

· Find a comfortable and appropriate place to study.

· Practice assigned problems and check your answers with those provided in the back of the textbook, and reconcile any differences. (Include all work for each problem, so that you can easily identify any mistakes.)

· Review any mathematics vocabulary mentioned in class.

· Translate application problems to math language, diagrams and tables to summarize data. Rewrite the problem in a way that "it makes sense to you."

· Try to look for opportunities to discuss the material with others, form study groups.

· Keep class notes and homework organized and neat and show all necessary steps.

· Keep all handouts, notes in order by date and chapter/section.

· "Play" with your graphing calculator. Review the corresponding sequences for the different types of problem discussed in class.

· Take a study break, stretch, have a light meal/refreshment, and return to studying.

Use "Math-911" lines!

· Use additional resources, such as the Math Support Center, the Internet, the Math SPA, to pursue mathematical questions and interests.

· Know your instructor’s office hours and be willing to go in to ask for help.

· Form a study group and meet regularly to discuss the material and review problems.

· Use tutorial software and videotapes.

· Take advantage of extra tutorial assistance that the college offers for math courses.
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